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What is Community Service?

 Community service refers to 
service that a person performs for 
the benefit of his or her local 
community.

 Community Service is an essential 
aspect to your Kiwanis Club.



What is a Service Hour?

 A service hour is 60 minutes of unpaid 
service enacted by one member of 
Kiwanis International that is promoted 
by a club, division, or district of Kiwanis 
International.



What is a Service Hour?

 Must be a voluntary act. (This includes 
planning, travel time, and actual service 
at the event.)

 This does not include board meetings or 
fundraising events where the money 
doesn't all go to charity.

 Administrative hours are not considered 
service hours.



What is a Service Hour?

 Service projects not approved by the 
club Board of Directors and projects 
that are not open up to the entire club 
membership do not count towards 
service hours.

 Service projects promoted by another 
part of the Kiwanis-Family, District, or 
International levels are considered 
service.



What is a Service Hour?

 No service hours should be counted for 
members performing service as part of 
another service organization or if it is a 
requirement for another entity.

 Report service hours to the nearest 1/4 
hour (fifteen minutes).

 Hours reported by the club should only 
include hours for dues-paid members.



Travel time should be 
counted to an event if:

 The event was for the sole purpose of 
community service.

 The event is raising money for charity. 
(Don't count travel time if the event's 

main purpose is not service)



Community Assessment

 An exercise by which a collaborative 
partnership gathers information on the 
current strengths, concerns, and 
conditions of the community.

 Helps determine the needs of the 
community so that your club can plan 
appropriate service projects

 Distribute surveys to members and 
community leaders to fill out.



Which Service Projects 
should we do?

 The community assessment data should 
help you decide which types of projects 
would best benefit your community

 Different beneficiaries of projects 
include children, the elderly, animals, 
the environment, and the homeless or 

poor.



Children

 Ronald McDonald House

 Story Time Library Programs

 Safe Sitter Babysitting Program

 Playground Building/School Yard 
Painting Projects



The Elderly

 Bingo Nights

 Meals on Wheels

 Yard Work



Animals

 Wish Lists for Shelters and Foster 
Programs

 Animal Shelter Volunteers

 Adoption Days



Environment

 Adopt-a-Highways

 Park Clean Ups

 Tree Planting Project



Homeless/Poor

 Habitat for Humanity

 Soup Kitchen Volunteers

 Canned Food Drives



Planning a Project

 Determine what your community needs 
through a self assessment form.

 Decide on a project.

 Establish a project chair.



Planning a Project

 Have the project chair establish a 
contact with the project location/charity 
you will be helping.

 Select a date for the project

 Receive a desired quality of people and 
optional materials needed



Planning a Project

 Promote project to your members and 
SLPs

 Have project chair keep track of names 
and phone numbers of people signing 
up incase there are last minute 

changes.



Discussion

 What kind of projects does your club 
do?

 Is there a need that you see in your 
community that is not addressed?

 What is your favorite service project?


